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WEEKLY UPDATED CURRENT AFFAIRS FOR WEEK 43/52(OCT 28-SEPT 03)
ICICI Bank launches co-branded credit card with Amazon
ICICI Bank has entered into an exclusive partnership with ‗Amazon Pay‘ to launch a cobranded credit card, ‗Amazon Pay ICICI Bank Credit Card‘.
New SBI ATM withdrawal limits to come into effect
The new ATM cash withdrawal rules for SBI account holders will come into effect from
today, October 31, 2018.
The country‘s largest bank will reduce the daily cash withdrawal limit for Classic and
Maestro debit cards to Rs 20,000 per day, from Rs 40,000.
Government approves construction of over two lakh additional houses in urban
areas under PMAY
The government has approved the construction of over two lakh additional houses in
urban areas under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana.
An official release said West Bengal has been sanctioned over one lakh affordable houses
and Uttar Pradesh more than 50,000 houses.
Andhra Pradesh has been sanctioned over 41,000 houses and Maharashtra over 20,000.
Further, over 1,400 houses have been sanctioned for Nagaland and around 500 houses
for Dadra and Nagar Haveli.
Union Transport Minister to lay the foundation for India‟s largest Dry Dock
The foundation stone for India‘s largest Dry Dock will be laid by Union Transport Minister
Nitin Gadkari and Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan at Cochin Shipyard in Kerala on
October 30, 2018.
The Dry Dock will give a major boost to the ―Make in India‖ initiative under Sagarmala
and raise India‘s share in global shipbuilding to 2 percent. India currently occupies 0.66
per cent share in global shipbuilding market.
Supreme Court prohibits plying of 15-year-old petrol, 10-year-old diesel
vehicles in Delhi-NCR
The Supreme Court prohibited the plying of 15-year-old petrol and 10-year-old diesel
vehicles in the Delhi-NCR (national capital region) in a move to deal with the prevailing
―very critical‖ and ―horrible‖ pollution situation in Delhi-NCR.
A bench of Justices Madan B Lokur, S Abdul Nazeer and Deepak Gupta also clarified that
such vehicles would be seized, if found on roads in Delhi-NCR.
Fifth National Summit on Public Health Care held
The 5th National Summit on Good and Replicable Practices and Innovations in Public
Health Care Systems in India began in Kaziranga, Assam.
Addressing the summit Union Health Minister J P Nadda stressed on perform, reform and
transform as emphasised by Prime Minister.
Reserve Bank of India gives licence to Kirloskar Capital
Kirloskar Capital, the non-banking financial company, has received the Reserve Bank of
India‘s licence for its lending business. The move assumes significance at a time when
the whole non-banking sector has been going through a crisis of confidence.
The Kirloskar group has more than 30,000 retailers and about 1,000 dealers, who will be
leveraged – especially for SME loan.
GST collections cross Rs one lakh crore mark
Revenue collections under the Goods and Services Tax (GST) crossed the Rs 1 lakh crore
mark in October.
This was a marked improvement over the September GST collection (for August) which
stood at Rs 94,442 crore.
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The only other time the GST collections had crossed the Rs 1 lakh crore mark was in April
(for the month of March) when it was attributed to it being the last month of the financial
year when collections are usually high ―as people also try to pay arrears of some previous
months‖.
ICICI Bank Launches Instant Digital Credit Facility for Small Payments
“PayLater”
India-based banking group ICICI Bank announced the launch of its instant digital credit
facility, PayLater, which was created to enable customers small-ticket ticketitems
immediately in a completely digital and paperless manner.
The launch of this new feature was announced days after ICICI Bank announced the
launch of its new co-branded credit card with Amazon.
According to ICICI Bank, the facility enables customers to shop online, pay bills and pay
to any merchant UPI ID at physical stores instantly. The fintech noted that this facility
leverages upon the technology unveiled in BHIM UPI 2.0 to extend digital credit to
customers for making payments using UPI.
IIT-Madras creates „Shakti‟, India‟s �rst microprocessor
India‘s first indigenous microprocessor may soon power your mobile phones, surveillance
cameras and smart meters.
‗Shakti‘, designed, developed and booted by Indian Institute of Technology Madras, and
with a microchip fabricated in the Semi-Conductor Laboratory of Indian Space Research
Organisation (Isro) at Chandigarh, will reduce dependency on imported microchips and
the risk of cyber attacks making it ideal for communication and defence sectors.
India-Japan military exercise begins in Mizoram
Armies of India and Japan began their first-ever joint military exercise on November 1 at
a jungle warfare school in Mizoram‘s Vairengte with a focus on strengthening counterterror cooperation.
The focus of the two-week-long exercise ‗Dharma Guardian-2018″ will be to enhance
tactical skills against global terrorism and increase inter-operability between the two
forces.
KJ Alphons presides over the Program and Budget Committee meeting of
UNWTO
The Minister of State for Tourism, KJ Alphons along with a delegation of senior officials
attended the 109th session of United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO)
Executive Council in Manama, Bahrain.
The three day Session of UNWTO Executive Council began on October 30, 2018.
Alphons chaired the ‗Programme and Budget Committee‘ meeting of UNWTO.
The Minister highlighted the role of tourism in socio-economic development through job
creation, enterprise and environment development and foreign exchange earnings.
As the chair of the Committee, the Minister informed the session that for the first
time,UNWTO had a surplus budget and most of the arrears due have been paid.
India will be the chair of Programme and Budget Committee of UNWTO Executive Council
till 2021.
Cabinet approves signing of MoU between India and S Korea
The Cabinet has approved the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between India
and South Korea.
The main objective of the MoU is to expand bilateral cooperation in tourism and to
increase the exchange of information and data related to the sector.
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SS Deswal appointed as Director General of Indo-Tibetan Border Police
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) appointed senior IPS officer S S
Deswal as Director General of Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP).
He will succeed R K Pachnanda, who superannuated from office.
Delhi government, Indian Railways sign MoU for Mukhyamantri Tirth Yatra
Yojana
The Delhi government signed a memorandum of understanding with the railway to cater
to pilgrims availing the Mukhyamantri Tirth Yatra Yojana,
It stated the MoU was inked by officials of the Delhi government and the railways in the
presence of Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia at the Delhi Secretariat in New Delhi.
Kerala signs MoU for implementation of Ayushman Bharat
The Kerala government signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the National
Health Agency on November 1 for the implementation of the Centre‘s flagship health
insurance scheme — Ayushman Bharat- Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana Abhiyan
(ABPMJAY)
CJI establishes in-house „Think Tank‟ for research & planning
The Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogi established an in house ‗think tank‘ to strengthen
the knowledge infrastructure of Supreme Court of India.
To this end, the CJI redefined the mandate of Centre for Research and Planning (CRP) to
meet the ―fast expanding knowledge needs of judiciary‖.
The main mandate of the think tank would be to carry out cutting edge research
into―fundamental jurisprudence and principles and doctrines of law‖ as well as on ―judicial
reforms‖ for improvement in ―justice delivery‖ and ―judicial independence‖.
ICICI Bank organises 60 coin exchange „melas‟ across Goa
ICICI Bank recently organised over 60 coin exchange ‗melas‘ at its select branches across
Goa.
According to a statement here on Thursday, the ‗melas‘ were held under the aegis of the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
The purpose of the ‗melas‘ were to distribute coins and fresh currency notes to the
general public in exchange of soiled and mutilated notes.
The initiative was in line with RBI‘s Clean Note Policy.
Carey Mascarenhas, Assistant General Manager, Reserve Bank of India, inaugurated the
coin ‗mela‘ at the Panaji branch.
PM Modi launches support, outreach programme for MSME; announces series of
measures to spur growth in the sec
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that every GST registered Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprise, MSME, will be given a rebate of 2 percent interest on the amount of a
new loan or incremental loan up to one crore rupees.
Announcing a series of measures during the launch of MSME Support and Outreach
Programme in New Delhi this evening, Mr Modi said, the government has also decided to
increase interest subvention on pre and post shipment credit for exports by MSMEs from
3 per cent to 5 per cent.
loan of up to one crore rupees will be sanctioned for MSME sector in 59-minutes. Mr Modi
said, all the companies which have a turnover above 500 million, will now be required to
bring them on Trade Receivables e-Discounting System, so that MSMEs do not have
problems in cash flow.
Atul Goel takes over as MD, CEO of UCO Bank
Atul Kumar Goel Friday assumed charge as Managing Director and CEO of UCO Bank.
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Prior to this assignment, he was executive director of Union Bank of India. Goel takes
over from R K Takkar who completed his three-year tenure on November 1,2018.
Justices Hemant Gupta, R Subhash Reddy, MR Shah and Ajay Rastogi sworn-in
as Supreme Court Judges
Justices Hemant Gupta, R Subhash Reddy, M R Shah and Ajay Rastogi were on November
2,2018 sworn-in as the Judges of the Supreme Court. Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi
administered oath of office to the four judges.
Justice Gupta served as the Chief Justice of the Madhya Pradesh High Court; Justice
Rastogi as the Chief Justice of the Tripura High Court; Justice Shah as the incumbent
Chief Justice of the Patna High Court; and Justice Reddy as the Chief Justice of the
Gujarat High Court.
China launches new high-orbit satellite BeiDou-3
China successfully launched a high orbit satellite BeiDou-3 to boost BeiDou global satellite
navigation system being built to rival United States Global Position System (GPS).
VP Venkaiah Naidu launches „Yoga And Mindfulness‟ by Mansi Gulati
The book was launched by the Vice President of India, M. Venkaiah Naidu amidst the
presence of Member of Parliament from the Rajya Sabha, Dr. Sonal Mansingh, Member of
Parliament from the Lok Sabha Manoj Tewari, at Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Conference
Hall, Vice President‘s House.
Banks get RBI nod to raise credit to NBFC bonds
In a move that could provide some liquidity to the cash-starved non-banking financial
companies (NBFC), the RBI on Friday allowed banks to raise credit to bonds issued by the
systemically important NBFCs and housing finance companies (HFCs).
Credit enhancements have been allowed for corporate bonds for the infrastructure sector
but there weren‘t many takers for this, said bond arrangers. Through such an
arrangement, credit of the issue gets enhanced as banks take responsibility of a part of
the issue.
This enables corporates to access funds from the bond market on better terms.
Under RBI rules, a bank can provide credit enhancements to the tune of 20 per cent of
the bond size, for entities rated BBB or better.
India to extend USD 310 million loan for Zimbabwe power plant
India on Saturday announced that it would extend a USD 310 million loan to Zimbabwe
to finance a rehabilitation project for a thermal power plant that would entail upgrading
the station and extending its lifespan.
India and Japan for the _rst time to cooperate in Yoga, Ayurveda
India and Japan on Monday decided to cooperate for the first time in the areas of Indian
traditional medicinal systems such as Yoga and Ayurveda to provide holistic healthcare
and wellness in both the countries.
Manipur hosts 1st Northeast Olympic Games
Players of national and international level geared up for the first-ever Northeast Olympic
Games in Manipur‘s host city Imphal.
Organized by the Manipur Olympic Association under the aegis of Northeast Olympic
Association, the championship acted as a platform for the players to showcase and
nurture their talent in different sports discipline.
India ranked 12 globally in web-borne threats: Kaspersky Lab
Globally, India ranks 12th when it comes to the dangers associated with surfing the web,
according to a new report from Russia-based global cybersecurity firm Kaspersky Lab.
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SBI, Hitachi form JV to boost digital payments, card acceptance platforms
Country‘s largest lender State Bank of India (SBI) and Japan‘ Hitachi will enter into a
joint venture (JV) for establishing card acceptance and digital payments platform in India.
Indian Railways is building world‟s highest railway line in Ladakh
Indian railways plans to connect New Delhi with Ladakh region through the world‘s
highest railway line that will run along the India-China border. The national transporter
plans to build a strategically-important Bilaspur-Manali- Leh line along the Indo-China
border.
The rail line will have a highest road point of 5,360 metres above mean sea level that is
comparable only to the Qinghai-Tibet Railway Line in China, which is at a height of
around 2,000 metres.
Union Minister Suresh Prabhu inaugurated the 10th Edition of BIOFACH INDIA
Hon‘ble Union Minister for Commerce and Industry, Suresh Prabhu inaugurated the 10th
Edition of BIOFACH INDIA, the largest show on the ―Organic Sector‖ in India.
India donates 3 lakh Dollars for peacekeeping initiative at UN
India has donated three lakh Dollars for a peacekeeping initiative at the UN. The
programme will help develop the capacity of future commanders and managers over a
period of three years.
The UN Department of Field Support announced that the Indian government donated the
amount for the ‗Pipeline to Peacekeeping Command Programme‘ with a specific focus on
issues of conduct and discipline.
Justice Bopanna Sworn In As Chief Justice Of Gauhati High Court
Justice Ajjikuttira Somaiah Bopanna, a judge of the Karnataka High Court, was sworn in
as the new Chief Justice of the Gauhati High Court
Michael D Higgins re-elected as Irish president for second term
Michael D Higgins has been re-elected as the President of Ireland after receiving 56
percent of the country‘s votes in the elections. Businessman Peter Casey came second
with 23.1 per cent votes, while none of the other four candidates polled more than 10 per
cent,
Jair Bolsonaro wins Brazil‟s Presidential election
Far-right candidate Jair Bolsonaro was 2018 declared as the winner of
Brazil‘s 2018 Presidential Elections by a wide margin. Bolsonaro swept the election results
with 55.1 per cent of the votes cast, as against 44.8 per cent votes of his opponent,
Fernando Haddad from the left-wing Workers‘ Party (PT).
Vigilance awareness week to be observed
The Vigilance Awareness Week will be observed across the country from October 29,
2018 to promote probity in public life and achieve a corruption-free society.
The theme of the week this year is, ‗Eradicate Corruption – Build a New India‘.
WEEKLY OBJECTIVE MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS ON CURRENT AFFAIRS:
FOR WEEK 43/52 (28 OCT- 03 SEPT 2018)

1.

2.

Who will be conferred with the 2016 Tagore Award for Cultural Harmony?
(a) Satish Gupta
(b) Rajkumar Singhajit Singh
(c) Ram Vanji Sutar
(d) Sachida Nagdev
The Transforming Education Conference for Humanity (TECH 2018) will be organized
by UNESCO MGIEP in association with which state government?
(a) Andhra Pradesh (b) Karnataka
(c) Kerala
(d) Tamil Nadu
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3.

4.
5.

6.

7.

8.

9.
10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
15.

16.
17.
18.

India and its which neighboring country have recently signed pacts for enhancing inland
and coastal waterways connectivity?
(a) Myanmar
(b) Sri Lanka
(c) Nepal
(d) Bangladesh
Which state government has decided to ban the sale of glyphosate formulations?
(a) Uttar Pradesh
(b) Assam
(c) Punjab
(d) Meghalaya
What is the theme of the 2018 Vigilance Awareness Week (VAW)?
(a) Combating Corruption – Technology as an enabler
(b) Eradicate Corruption-Build a New India
(c) My Vision-Corruption Free India
(d) Promoting Good Governance: Positive contribution of vigilance
Under which sea, the world‘s oldest known intact shipwreck has been discovered by an
international team of maritime archaeologists?
(a) Red Sea
(b) Caribbean Sea
(c) South China Sea
(d) Black Sea
The political party registered under which section of the Representation of the People
Act (RPA) of 1951 shall be eligible to receive the Electoral Bonds?
(a) Section 29A
(b) Section 38A
(c) Section 21A
(d) Section 24A
The researchers of which country have develop web-based tool to monitor fake news on
Facebook & Twitter?
(a) France
(b) United States
(c) United Kingdom
(d) Germany
Which Indian player has clinched the 2018 World Billiards Championship title at Leeds in UK?
(a) Subhash Agarwal (b) Geet Sethi
(c) Sourav Kothari
(d) Pankaj Advani
The Enforcement Directorate (ED) works under which union ministry?
(a) Ministry of Defence
(b) Ministry of Finance
(c) Ministry of External Affairs
(d)Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
The political party registered under which section of the Representation of the People
Act (RPA) of 1951 shall be eligible to receive the Electoral Bonds?
(a) Section 29A
(b) Section 38A
(c) Section 21A
(d) Section 24A
Former Delhi CM Madan Lal Khurana has recently passed away. He also served as
Governor of which state?
(a) Madhya Pradesh (b) Rajasthan
(c) Uttar Pradesh
(d) Jharkhand
The researchers of which country have develop web-based tool to monitor fake news on
Facebook & Twitter?
(a) France
(b) United States
(c) United Kingdom
(d) Germany
Which Indian player has clinched the 2018 World Billiards Championship title at Leeds in UK?
(a) Subhash Agarwal (b) Geet Sethi
(c) Sourav Kothari
(d) Pankaj Advani
The Enforcement Directorate (ED) works under which union ministry?
(a) Ministry of Defence
(b) Ministry of Finance
(c) Ministry of External Affairs
(d) Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
Which Indian woman table tennis player has won silver at Under-21 Belgium Open?
(a) Archana Kamath (b) Ayhika Mukherjee (c)Moumita Dutta
(d)Poulomi Ghatak
The researchers of which IIT has launched India‘s first indigenously-developed microprocessor?
(a) IIT-Kharagpur
(b) IIT-Indore
(c) IIT-Bombay
(d) IIT-Madras
Which IIT has recently organised the ‗Young Innovators Programme YIP 2018‘?
(a) IIT-Bombay
(b) IIT-Kharagpur
(c) IIT-Madras
(d) IIT-Kanpur
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19.

20.

21.
22.

23.

24.
25.

26.
27.
28.

29.

30.

31.
32.
33.
34.

35.

India has recently donated 3 lakh Dollars for peacekeeping initiative of which
organization on issues of conduct & discipline?
(a) UNO
(b) International Peace Bureau
(c) WHO
(d)International Committee of the Red Cross
India‘s largest Dry Dock will come in which of the following Shipyards?
(a) Mazagon Dock
(b) Cochin Shipyard
(c) Goa Shipyard
(d)Hindustan Shipyard
India has recently signed $75 bn currency swap agreement with which country?
(a) France
(b) Japan
(c) United States
(d) Russia
Which North-Eastern state of India has recently signed pact with British Council on
cultural & educational collaboration?
(a) Mizoram
(b) Tripura
(c) Arunachal Pradesh(d) Nagaland
Which Nobel Prize winner will be honoured by Harvard University for her work
romoting girls‘ education?
(a) Nadia Murad
(b) Malala Yousafzai
(c) Kailash Satyarthi
(d)Ellen Johnson Sirleaf
Yeshwant Deo, who passed away recently, was the veteran personality of which field?
(a) Painting
(b) Sports
(c) Music
(d) Dance
Who has been sworn-in as the new Chief Justice of the Bombay High Court?
(a) A. S. Bopanna
(b) R. Subhash Reddy
(c) Rajendra Menon
(d) Naresh Harishchandra Patil
The world‘s largest airport ‗Under One Roof‘ has officially opened in which city?
(a) Kochi
(b) Istanbul
(c) Beijing
(d) Tokyo
India‘s first Justice City will come up in which of the following cities?
(a) Amaravati
(b) Allahabad
(c) Patna
(d) Chennai
Louis Cha, who passed away recently, was the noted journalist and martial arts novelist
of which country?
(a) South Korea
(b) Taiwan
(c) Hong Kong
(d) Japan
The scientists of which Indian organisation has recently developed less polluting
firecrackers named – SWAS, SAFAL & STAR?
(a) CSIR
(b) DRDO
(c) ISRO
(d) BARC
Which union ministry has organized Gandhian Thought and Swachhata seminar
organized in Wardha district of Maharashtra?
(a) Ministry of Women and Child Development
(b) Ministry of Rural Development
(c) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(d) Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation
Which country will be the Partner Country at the 25th DST – CII Technology Summit 2019?
(a) Italy
(b) France
(c) Netherlands
(d) Japan
Who is the chairperson of the Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC)?
(a) Finance Minister (b) RBI Governor
(c) Finance Secretary
(d) SEBI Chairman
Which Indian Sculptor designed the world‘s ‗tallest statue‘Statue of Unity‘?
(a) Ram V. Sutar
(b) Vivan Sundaram
(c) Jitish Kallat
(d) N. N. Rimzon
Which is the only Indian film has been included in BBC‘s 100 best foreign language
films list of the 21st century?
(a) Pather Panchali
(b) Aparajito
(c) The World of Apu
(d) The Big City
Which union territory falls under jurisdiction of Calcutta High Court?
(a) Puducherry
(b) Lakshadweep
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36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

42.

43.

44.
45.

46.
47.

48.

49.
50.

(c) Andaman and Nicobar Islands
(d) West Bengal
Which country has launched the world‘s first Sovereign Blue Bond?
(a) United Kingdom (b) Mauritius
(c) Japan
(d) Seychelles
Who has become the first Indian to win an Asian Snooker Tour event?
(a) Pankaj Advani
(b) Lucky Vatnani
(c) Varun Madan
(d) Manan Chandra
What is the India‘s rank in the World Bank‘s Ease of Doing Business Index 2018?
(a) 77th
(b) 98th
(c) 87th
(d) 64th
Which state government has recently launched ―Soura Jalanidhi‖ scheme?
(a) Jharkhand
(b) Odisha
(c) Bihar
(d) Uttar Pradesh
Which Indian cricketer has officially been inducted into the ICC Cricket Hall of Fame?
(a) Sachin Tendulkar (b) Saurav Ganguly
(c) Rahul Dravid
(d) VVS Laxman
Who has been appointed as the new Director General (DG) of Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP)?
(a) RK Pachnanda
(b) S S Deswal
(c)Rajiv Rai Bhatnagar
(d) Sudeep Lakhtakia
Who has been selected for 2018 Ezhuthachan Puraskaram, the highest literacy prize of
the Kerala government?
(a) Uma Shankar Singh
(b) K Satchidanandan
(c) M Mukundan
(d) Ram V Kumar
Which decommissioned aircraft carrier will be converted into India‘s first-ever moored
maritime museum-cum-marine adventure centre?
(a) INS Chakra
(b) INS Vagsheer
(c) INS Vikrant
(d) INS Viraat
Which of the following is the global satellite navigation system of European Union?
(a) BeiDou
(b) GPS
(c) Galileo
(d) GLONASS
India has officially signed a $950 million contract with which country for the purchase
of two upgraded Krivak III-class stealth frigates?
(a) France
(b) Russia
(c) Japan
(d) United States
Which Indian company has been named an Official Partner of FIH Men‘s Hockey World Cup 2018?
(a) Tata Steel
(b) Reliance
(c) Infosys
(d) Wipro
Ntozake Shange, who passed away recently, was the acclaimed playwright and poet of
which country?
(a) New Zealand
(b) Brazil
(c) United States
(d) South Africa
The first-ever Indo-Japan joint military exercise ‗Dharma Guardian-2018‘ has started in
which of the following states?
(a) Mizoram
(b) Nagaland
(c) West Bengal
(d) Odisha
Which country to host the 23rd edition of the World Corporate Games (WCG-2019)?
(a) Qatar
(b) Saudi Arabia
(c) India
(d) Bangladesh
Which of the following states doesn‘t celebrate its foundation day on November 1?
(a) Kerala
(b) Karnataka
(c) Jharkhand
(d) Haryana
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